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Scottsdale Health Partners, LLC:  

Medicare Shared Savings Program Performance Year 2015 Quality and Financial Results  

 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) today announced the 2015 performance 

year results for the Medicare Shared Savings Program and the Pioneer Accountable Care 

Organization Model that show physicians, hospitals and health care providers participating in 

Accountable Care Organizations continue to make significant improvements in the quality of 

care for Medicare beneficiaries, while achieving cost savings.  

In 2015, Medicare Accountable Care Organizations had combined total program savings of $466 

million, which includes all Accountable Care Organizations’ experiences, for 392 Medicare 

Shared Savings Program participants and 12 Pioneer Accountable Care Organization Model 

participants. The results show that more Accountable Care Organizations shared savings in 2015 

compared to 2014, and those with more experience tend to perform better over time.  

 

Medicare ACOs are groups of doctors, hospitals, and other health care providers, who come 

together voluntarily to provide coordinated high quality care to their Medicare patients. The goal 

of coordinated care is to ensure that patients, especially the chronically ill, get the right care at 

the right time, while avoiding unnecessary duplication of services and preventing medical errors. 

When an ACO exceeds quality and financial thresholds – demonstrating achievement of high-

quality care and wiser spending of health care dollars – it is able to share in the savings generated 

for Medicare. 

 

Scottsdale Health Partners, LLC is one of the ACOs that shared savings. 

 

Dr James Whitfill, Chief Medical Officer, noted “Scottsdale Health Partners has invested in 

physician engagement, innovative technology, and coordinated care models which has laid the 

foundation for this exciting news. As the first MSSP in Arizona to ever earn a performance 

payment from savings, we are humbled that a second year of our positive results confirms our 

innovations are producing real and durable impact. We are particularly proud of our significant 

increase in quality scores to 94 in this setting.” 

 

 

Additional Resources 

Visit the Medicare Shared Savings Program News and Updates webpage to access the CMS 

press release and fact sheet, the link to the Performance Year 2015 results file, and to learn more 

about the program. 

 

https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Fee-for-Service-Payment/sharedsavingsprogram/News-and-Updates.html
https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Press-releases/2016-Press-releases-items/2016-08-25.html
https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Fact-sheets/2016-Fact-sheets-items/2016-08-25.html
https://data.cms.gov/browse?category=ACO&utf8=

